the sub-discipline of urban history; and to consider some future directions which urban history might take.
The series has two strands -monographs and edited collections -and at the time of writing 35 titles had been published, the majority of which are edited collections. Many of the edited collections owe their genesis to either meetings of the Urban History Group or strands at the European Association of Urban Historians' conferences, with all the patchiness that might be expected from such origins. Similarly the monographs are mostly derived from doctoral theses, though drawn from an international pool of younger scholars. Superficially there are a wide range of disparate subjects, periods and nations addressed in the volumes under review. An initial focus on early modern topics 4 gave way to the dominance of modern subjects, though the most recent clutch of publications has once again picked up on the pre-modern era. 5 The spatial spread is more promising. Though a few of the texts deal only with Britain, 6 there is a clear endeavour to offer comparisons within the UK, with texts examining similar themes in different urban contexts, for example Leicester and Manchester in the case of Liberal politics, or a much bigger pool of places in Beckett's study of city status. 7 However, international comparison is the dominant methodology adopted. In the case of a number of the monographs there is a straightforward appraisal of a theme in two locations. 8 More ambitious is Donatella Calabi's The Market and the City which draws on examples from across western Europe from the mid-fourteenth to the seventeenth century to provide a truly comparative approach to a key theme -architectural and economic change. 9 In general, however, it is the edited collections which are the main vehicle for international comparison. These vary widely in format and quality from the strong, coherent and closely edited collections such as Morris and Trainor's Urban Governance or Schott, Luckin and Massard-Guilbaud's Resources of the City to the more disparate and less satisfactory selections drawn from some of the EAUH conference strands. 10 These works do allow for a wide geographical range of nations to receive exposure in English. Although Britain, France and Germany dominate the modern period, Morton et al. have included a significant number of scholars examining central and eastern Europe whilst Scandinavian countries are common in a number of the anthologies.
11 Extra-European locations also feature, particularly Canada through the work of Dagenais, 12 the United States, 13 Latin America and India. 14 But these are relatively few and far between and the central comparative focus is Britain and continental Europe.
These three approaches each have their advantages and drawbacks. Whilst the British texts invariably have a coherence derived from a shared set of professional priorities and aided by their rooting in long-established historiographies, they obviously speak to a set of national concerns which do not always travel well. In particular, their focus on broadly 'political' issues limits their applicability beyond the United Kingdom whilst even within Britain the comparative element is often less apparent than the desire to present a variety of examples. More successful are the two centre studies which utilize similar places, 15 
locations.
17 These help to capture the commonalities and differencesthe systematic and 'the purely local' -though the side-by-side approach normally adopted detracts from the analysis and breaks up the narrative.
This essay will examine the key themes explored in the texts under review and how the series has taken advantage of the opportunities open to it to reflect and develop the research agenda for urban history. The series has been shaped predominantly by a concern with urban management or governance and how this was manifested in a range of areas from cultural institutions to the policing of public health and the management of youth. Some of the texts reflect the editors' initial agenda with its strongly social science influenced understanding of urban issues and problems, 18 others evidence the impact of cultural history and aspects of cultural geography whilst others still are shaped by the growing fascination with health issuesboth the health of the body and the environment.
The exploration of urban management is most obvious and successful in those volumes directly concerned with governance and civil society. In particular, Morris and Trainor's collection is already highly regarded and widely cited for its excellent mix of surveys, theoretical approaches and a range of apposite case studies drawn primarily from Britain.
19
The strong introductory essays and the spread of topics covered in the empirical chapters helped to solidify understanding of governance as a predominantly bourgeois approach to urban control, emphasizing the various sites of power in the city and the complex networks of urban leadership outwith the council chamber. 20 The collections edited by Colls and Rodger and Morton and colleagues have extended this work to some extent. The former provides a rather bi-polar picture of an effective, democratic and engaged service provision in the towns and cities of nineteenth-century Britain and the gradual elimination of such characteristics in the professionalized and centralized governmental world of the mid-to late twentieth century. 21 The Morton collection bravely attempts to extend the study of the quintessentially bourgeois and British institutions of voluntary association and civil society to the rest of nineteenth-century Europe. The geographical spread represented is impressive and the conclusions salutary. In most of southern and east central Europe, power structures and ethnic competition arrested the ability of voluntary associations to play the key role ascribed to them in Britain of integrating the new urban middle class and disciplining political conflict and competition. 22 Conversely, Dagenais et al. highlight the growing importance of bureaucratic elites in solidifying and professionalizing the work of governance. They show that across the western world, local power was increasingly held by officials less directly integrated into the broader governing elite of the world of politics and associational control and more shaped by their own professional standards and networks. 23 Yet this was a slow process and throughout the nineteenth century and probably into the twentieth century, the interaction between officials, politicians and pressure groups was more fluid. 24 These volumes, and the more recently published collections on corruption, mayors and elite urban leadership across the west, 25 have both reflected and shaped study of urban power structures in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, an area of study which had become unfashionable in the 1980s. Their primary concern has been to shift attention away from the contest for control of the council chamber with its tropes of clean and dirty parties, the challenge of socialism and the rise of the state to show the multiple sites and modes of power in the nineteenthcentury city and to illustrate differences and similarities within Britain and across Europe and North America. In particular, there has been a desire to emphasize the unity of purpose in the elite, especially around Simon Gunn's and Bob Morris' ideas about voluntary associations, civil society and visual display. 26 Yet these approaches tend to minimize the scale of conflicts within the elite over issues such as religion and to downplay the enduring political competition between bourgeois parties emphasized in Moore's work. Moreover, as the European evidence shows, the centrality of 22 voluntary governance characteristic of Britain, the Netherlands and North America was weak or non-existent further east, where strong rural and older urban elites and massive ethnic conflict and diversity squeezed the space for bourgeois elite unity. As this suggests, urban power and conflict were not confined to traditional sites of political contest but were played out across many disparate loci and in particular in the field of cultural production and reproduction. 27 It is therefore unsurprising that the links between politics, power and culture emerge strongly in a number of the volumes. Broadly divided between the physical and the communicative elements of urban culture, the works of Lorente, Hill and Reynolds provide new insights into our understanding of museums and galleries in capital and province.
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Lorente and Reynolds, with their interest in the elite institutions of capital cities, tend to operate within the conventional world of cultural history and museology, emphasizing national and international concerns over those of the urban 29 -though they do also recognize the importance of the city as a central place for the collection and dissemination of cultural ideas, discourses and products. Hill's work on English provincial museums, however, takes the urban as the focus, drawing evidence from a range of large and medium-sized northern English cities. Her work fits comfortably within the governance agenda by exploring the role of the museum and gallery in 'making' urban society through the creation of city narratives, the connection of the urban and the national and the city and the world. But the work is also concerned with discipline and education, linking the amateur collector or connoisseur with the autodidact and educators who inhabit Rodrick's Victorian Birmingham. Hill's exploration of the interaction between citizenship and knowledge, education and self-help, updates existing concerns with working-class education 30 by linking it to concepts of citizenship influenced by cultural studies and thus connecting intimately with the exercise of power in the city.
Central to the contest for knowledge was the availability of printed texts, especially generalist newspapers such as the Penny Magazine or the Halfpenny Magazine of Entertainment and Knowledge which brought together an eclectic range of fact and opinion, science and art, ancient and modern 27 The rise of cultural history has seen the launch of the new journal, Cultural and Social History, by the Social History Society. Though predominantly empirical in focus, the journal has debated the form and status of cultural history, notably P. knowledge. 31 The way in which urban populations came to terms with this burgeoning world of print and image is examined in the collections of Wischermann and Shore and Gee and Kirk. 32 Just as Rodrick and Hill complement each other by their concern with education and knowledge so these texts are connected by their interest in written and visual culture. Both collections are overwhelmingly focused on the modern period -especially the period of high 'modernity' from the 1880s through to the 1940s 33 -with a particular focus on French and German examples. Yet whilst promising to increase our understanding of the impact of the printed and visual world on these modernizing urban societies, the essays tend to look at the producers rather than the consumers -though some of the contributions, such as Peter Fritzsche's chapter on Berlin, 34 are a little more successful in telling us about the meaning people made of this new world of all pervasive words and pictures.
What these texts point to is an open, if not quite democratic, moment for urban culture when access to knowledge and its interpretation and use was fluid. This, it is suggested, ended when mass education and the development of a cadre of professional educators, curators and publishers solidified the boundaries of useful knowledge and shifted control from the specific urban milieu to the national and international stage, an analysis which mirrors the views expressed in the Colls and Rodger collection and more generally within the influential work of Gunn. 35 These texts also highlight a key trope of cultural studies -the rise (and fall?) of distinctive mass and elite cultures both in the city and nationally.
Culture was clearly a major battleground in urban management as was space, the contest for which saw law, language and heritage employed to ensure control of the physical city. Given the centrality of housing and the physical form of cities to the foundation of urban history (especially the work of H.J. Dyos but also its prominence in the Cambridge Urban History) 36 this series has relatively few works dealing directly with residential property. 37 Rather, given the key theme of the series, there is a concern 31 Rodrick, 38 A number of the essays also touch on the cultural and political importance of heritage sites in the construction of urban, regional and national identity, a theme of increasing importance across a range of historical sub-disciplines. 39 Contests for space operated at both discursive and physical levels, with the powerful often using both argument and authority to maintain control, as with suffragette and socialist attempts to claim the promenades of Liverpool's parks. 40 Miller's monograph study of planning and redevelopment in post-war Scotland and France builds on these ideasthough he claims to be more interested in place than space. 41 Picking up on one of the livelier debates of recent years -that around the slum discourse 42 -he illustrates the way language was used by the powerful to identify and condemn spaces but that campaigners could be successful in defending an area by reference to place. Such influences from cultural geography and the linguistic turn have raised important questions for urban historians, leading to a more subtle understanding of discursive and physical landscapes and of the cultural power of space and place. 43 This in turn has permitted a refocusing of urban conflict away from the work place and the council chamber to theatres in which more diverse contests, including those of gender, ethnicity and nation as well as class, can be explored. 44 Indeed, gender is central to the recent interest in land and property ownership and its transmission. 45 The interaction of legal frameworksof inheritance, disposal and land use -with family strategies and social and cultural norms shaped the morphology of the city in profound ways. Acquiring, utilizing and disposing of property was central to the growth and maintenance of the eighteenth-and nineteenth-century middle class, whilst the relationship between property owners, investors, the market and the local and national state was at the heart of the shaping of the urban form. 46 Mirroring Morris' study of Leeds, the contributors to the Stobart and Owens' collection emphasize the importance of property in broad family strategies in both the emergent industrial towns and major cities of Britain. 47 In particular, there is a strong focus on women and their place in the ownership and movement of wealth at this key stage in urban and industrial development. Conversely, Forsell's comparison of late nineteenth-century Berlin and Stockholm focuses more explicitly on urban governance issues, exploring the boundary between the private and the municipal by examining how the regulation of property and its ownership helped to shape the urban form in a way similar to that of Rodger in his major study of Edinburgh. 48 Discussion of the politics and management of space also features strongly in the emerging urban environmental history. Clark's collection on green space in northern Europe mixes traditional and new interests in rus in urbe, capturing the merging of the aesthetic and health elements in the promotion and maintenance of city parks and gardens. 49 By highlighting the key social and political factors shaping gardens policy, it shifts attention from the traditional historiography dominated by art and garden historians 50 to a focus on the political contests which surrounded gardens policy in the era of state-dominated green space formation. Of particular note is the chapter on Leningrad which not only shows the importance of monumental scale garden projects in the Soviet era but also provides a rare opportunity to examine Soviet urban history in English. 51 Indeed, the shape and use of urban green is a growing area of both historical and contemporary fascination 52 with space featuring prominently in this journal in recent years. 53 Schott's anthology is similarly revisionist, updating and re-prioritizing some traditional aspects of the historical investigation of water and pollution, 54 particularly re-framing them as sites of conflict over resource allocation and environmental justice. 55 This has permitted a broader consideration of the politics of environmental impact which can move beyond crude class analysis to incorporate race, gender, ethnicity and urban/rural divides. 56 Moreover, this collection showcases the important work being undertaken by the European Society for Environmental History whose meetings and publications 57 have helped to give an urban focus to the environmental history agenda for so long dominated by discussion of the rural and wilderness landscapes. 58 Furthermore, whilst the conventional interests in smoke, water and filth remain central, historians are also focusing on the cultural meaning of environmental issues, especially where they overlap with issues of public and private health. 59 Indeed, the interaction of health and the environment is back on the agenda in a big way, the subject of a major international conference in London in 2007 60 and represented in the series by complementary volumes 61 which emphasize two key tropes of recent historiography -cultural approaches 62 and attempts to capture the experience of the objects of public health initiatives, 'reforms' and charity. 63 Often concerned with the same spatial issues touched upon by Miller and the contributors to Identities in Space, this new history of medicine casts a much more critical eye over the work of the powerful and their efforts to improve the health of urban populations. 64 It highlights how discourses of health and space often elided physical and moral traits, sometimes to the detriment of the population to be protected. Thus Niemi shows that the tendency of British urban reformers to condemn whole areas as unhealthy frequently failed to address the impact of diseases like TB in comparison to the Swedish policy of individual treatment. 65 Kidambi's study of Bombay in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries picks up on many of the issues covered in a European context and addresses them in one of the most significant cities in the sub-continent. In particular, the work focuses on public health, public order, elite structures and the development of civil society and associational cultures providing an important examination of the management of space in a colonial context. 66 In a similarly expansive vein, the collection edited by Cowan and Steward, The City and the Senses, 67 offers a novel approach to the study of the urban environment which allows the juxtaposition of a range of themes which would not previously have been considered together. It gives new life to traditional topics such as sewerage, alcohol and nutrition, advertising and art, some of which are covered in other volumes, though more exciting are the approaches to touch, smell and sound, the latter in particular coming to adopt an important place in current urban historiography. 68 Together this collection taps into a lively research area which appears particularly attractive to early modern historians as evidenced by a recent conference on the senses and the enlightenment which touched especially on cultural, medical and olfactory issues. 69 This book brings together many of the key themes present in the other volumes in the series, exploring as it does public health, elite culture, the constructions of space and visual culture as well as pointing to fruitful future areas for research including food, music and the links between the body, the city and consumption in various forms.
Reflecting historians' increasing interest in identity over class, the series has opened up new ways of examining the denizens of the city, with rather less emphasis on the working class as a homogeneous group. Thus, there have been explorations of youth, the artisan, recipients of charity and on how citizens developed their urban identities -often in conflict with local elites. Thus, the monograph of Pomfret and the collection of Schildt and Siegfried on youth 70 foreground a group central to the history of the city yet one which is frequently overlooked. Unlike much of contemporary social science literature on youth 71 Pomfret is not bent on exposing adolescents as a dangerous social problem, a deviant group or a site of heroic opposition. Rather his focus is on the ordinary young person's transitions to adult lifeincorporating their experiences of starting work, engaging in voluntary organizations and even politics -and how the increasing range of urban managers appearing in the early twentieth century, came to terms with the changing needs of young people and society's expectations of youth. Such concerns are also central to the collection of Schildt and Siegfried which picks up on the increasingly fashionable theme of youth and consumerism, and especially an oppositional consumption which prompted anxiety and fear in adult cultures across Europe and in both democratic and nondemocratic regimes. 72 Together these texts illustrate two important areas of research which urban historians have been slow to address -the status of youth in the city and the nature of urban consumption patterns. 73 Conversely, one of the earliest contributions, Crossick's edited collection on the Artisan and the European Town, illustrates the changing fashions and methods of urban history, for it is the only volume concerned primarily with elements of the working class in their own right. 74 Covering the experience of the artisan across four centuries and much of Europe, it aims to provide a more nuanced and complex image of an often maligned group. Influenced by the editor's own important reappraisals of the role of the artisan, 75 it nevertheless demonstrates the marginalization of classor more specifically study of the working class -as a central focus of historical concern in recent years. Some volumes do focus on workingclass experience -particularly the encounter between the weak and the powerful. Thus the essays in the Borsay and Shapely volume 76 illustrate the significant disjunction between the aims and desires of donors and those of the recipients of medical charity, the latter frequently challenging the assumption that they should accept quietly and gratefully the largesse offered. 77 Yet although there is some evidence from the most recent volumes that there is a growing interest in the most marginal groups in the city, 78 there remains little concern with the organized working class, their politics or their associational life. Overall, this series and recent trends in historiography continue to privilege the world of the bourgeoisie and the more traditional urban elites. However, in the work of Rodger and Herbert, with its emphasis on diversity and ethnicity, we do see new ground being broken. Focused on the post-war period, it employs oral history to examine urban identity formation touching inter alia on issues such as space, work and youth culture. 79 Along with Miller's work it shows that there is a significant set of new issues emerging for the history of the post-war period, many of which were common across east and west Europe but which led to markedly different and more or less successful responses. 80 Overall the Historical Urban Studies series can be regarded as a significant success. More than 35 volumes have been published covering a wide range of subjects which encapsulate many of the key concerns of urban historians and which provide geographically and temporally broad coverage (with a clear emphasis on western Europe since 1700). The series editors have also done an excellent job in maintaining the overall quality of the product, especially given the large number of edited collections where both coherence and academic standards can often be rather limited. Indeed, some of the collections have been path-breaking, providing new directions and solid underpinning for the discipline. Yet this is overwhelmingly and self-consciously an urban history of the public world of the cityits leaders, its property and space, its culture and environment and the interaction between them. As such its major contribution has been to provide an interface between the more discursive analyses of cultural historians and the power politics of the physical world of buildings, spaces, institutions and administration. In the process, however, it has had only a limited engagement with the topics such as consumption, leisure, fashion, tourism and heritage, which form the basis of modern social history. Moreover, the older concerns of social historians such as gender, sexuality or the family are also entirely absent whilst even the traditional interests of the urban historian, such as housing or the domestic interior, have had little or no coverage.
It is also a very Eurocentric series, one which reflects much of the urban history published in the English language. Indeed, the presence of Kidambi's study of Bombay, with its holistic approach to colonial urban management, highlights the relative paucity of work on Indian, Asian, African and even south American urban history published in Europe. 81 This is being addressed to some extent by Urban History which has published a wide range of articles in recent years on nonEuropean subjects, 82 whilst Phil Ethington's appointment as editor for North America has seen increased coverage of the Hispanic world. 83 Together this suggests that urban history can expand outside of the predominantly Euro-American world so well represented in this series and present a new perspective on the urban history of the pre-conquest, colonial and developing non-European world.
Although many of the texts take the urban historian's traditional concerns and reshape them in new and exciting ways, and most present evidence and argument of a very high standard, the omission of the daily life of the ordinary town's person raises important questions about the future of urban history. Will the discipline remain focused on this public world, maintaining, in effect, a barrier between urban and social and cultural history, or will urban historians more generally embrace some of the themes of mainstream social history and its concerns with the bodily pleasures and pains of the citizen. This series has done much to put urban history firmly back on the academic agenda; urban historians should now endeavour to move towards a more integrated approach which unites the concerns of the governors and the governed.
